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THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 


OSD HAS NO OBJECTION TO DECLASSIFICATION AND RELEASE. 


g 3 FEB 13C5 


Honorable John A. McCone 
■Director of Central Intelligence 
Washington, D. C. 

, -f ' 

Dear John: 


2^X1 


OSD and NRO 

T 

revijew(s) 

completed. 


i Your letter of February 5, 1965 refers to the Congressional 

hearings for the NRO budget in FY 1966. Modifications to the pro- 
cedure followed last year are, of course, possible. As you know, 
i last year Charlie Hitch and Harold Brown presented the budget to 
Congressional committees and Dr. McMillan did not participate in 
the presentation. Since the presentation and substantiation of this 
budget is the responsibility of the executive agent, we had planned 
to follow the same procedure this year. We planned to ask Brown 
and Hitch to do the presenting and the supporting again and to keep 
the DNRO in the background to reduce the number of detailed 
questions that could be asked. 

The modification of last year's procedure to include members 
J of the CIA in these discussions may well be useful. Presence of 
members of your organization could be helpful in responding to any 
' questions which may arise relative to the financial management, 
accounting and contracting 

On the other hand, we should 

be careful lest, by modifying our procedure, we encourage pro- 
tracted hearings in the area of appropriations. As you correctly 
I stated, separate generalized discussions were held with you. 

Senator Russell, and elements of the Department of Defense; it 
might well be that continuation of this procedure would be better. 

We should separately examine the clearance situation for such 
projects as the SR-71, YF-12A, J-58 engine and 417 weather satellite. 
I believe that these items will be subjected to a careful examination 
by broader elements of the committee than heretofore. For this 
! reason, information regarding clearances of members of these com- 
mittees is essential for POD witnesses to properly plan their answers. 


Please let us have such information as soon as is convenient. 
RfUJIltD ruoM automatic 
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It seems to me that your suggestion of adding CIA personnel 


to the DOD presentation of the NRP to the Congress so as to empha* ! 

size the joint character of the program is a healthy one. I would f; 

suggest that, together with information regarding clearance of the r, ; 

elements of Congress, you will let us know who will represent CIA 
when Mr. Hitch and Dr, Brown will be called by the Appropriation •' 

Committees. It may well be that, if this new procedure is employed, •: 

we will also ask Dr. McMillan to be present; your opinion on this l 

whole issue will be greatly appreciated. I 


Sincerely, 
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5 February 1965 


Dm Honorable Cyra* ft* Vance 
Deputy Secretary el Defense 
Washington, D. C, 


Dear Cyi 


From a communication which CIA ha* received from 
General Stewart requesting advice abeet security measures appro- 
priate for Congressional bearings ea tbe National reconnaissance 
budget. l gather that Or. K cK iUan is planning the sebetaatiatiea of 
this budget before the Congress. fc* view ef our Joint interest ia the 
National Reconnaissance Pr^rem, it see me te me that representa- 
tives of the Defense Department and CHV should Jointly present this 
bedgst to the Congressional corner. ittoo a concerned, kast year there 
was a general discussion of reconnaissance and other sensitive pro- 
grams with Senator Bussell, in which h r. Hitch and others repre- 
senting the .Defense Department and t and members of the CIA. staff 
participated. This year I hope that this concept ef a joint presentation 
and defense of the reconnaissance program can be eatendsd to all 
discussions of the subject with the Congress. 


I ! 


Before any such presentation it will be necessary of course te 
reach agreement on what the budget lot the National Reconnaissance 
Program actually ia. X saw this budget for the first time only receatty 
and, while I have not yet had on opportunity to discuss It with you# X 
believe that the budget reflec ts a number of issues on which wo hove 
net yet reached agreement. 
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This is of course a matter on which I need early clarification 

C 
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If yo * »gr*o with tho dO.irmhilHy <>* * $*** prooo«tatt©«, 1 will 
M k Mi. Lymm B. Kirkpatrick* Dl»«ctor-Cam|MtroU«ir of 

CiA, who i» roopowrihlo for tsttsfisg tt* jwroooaiation ®* C3A 
to Congreao. to *»•€«•» with Or. hSchlUloa mrwmgtnmntm 
oppropflot* for om ih* NRP. I ohoold *Uo opprocUt* on 

^vtodtf for •» «»ft| <&ocu*»lo® of 0»o WHO hodgot. 

Stneofoly* 


'{Cloned)! iJOHN A\ KcCCEJ 

Joha A. McCwo 
Diroetor 
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